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centre of gravity in human affections from God to self, and thereby to contort all the proportions of the moral life. In the real nature of things and our own ultimate consciousness, the love of God is all in all, and contains within it every lesser love; and this order is not going to be disappointed; it eternally asserts its truth; but we meanwhile have fallen from its apprehension and its power, and sunk into the measurement of all things by their relation to ourselves. Even thus, we betray the unquenched light when we reverence in others the disinterestedness and devotion which are lost in ourselves ; and the whole purpose of the dispensation of Grace is to reinstate those who accept it in the first order of nature, and rebuild the ruined sanctuary of humanity. Thus, there are two editions, so to speak, of human nature, whence Malebranche may draw his portraitures; and it is not wonderful if their features do not always disclose their identity. The great distinction which separates him from Hobbes is, that the meaner movements of selfishness which, to the latter, are from the ultimate and total essence of our being, are by him represented as fundamentally unnatural, the temporary hallucination of a mind that has better knowledge in reserve.
The Love and Hatred which arise from the contemplation, respectively, of good and ill are, in Malebranche's view, the fundamental affections. From them he derives the three varieties which he calls Primitives^ viz. Desire, Joy, Distress1. It would be easy to advance hence to more special affections, were it not that each of these is susceptible of many degrees ; from which, in their possible combinations, the new modifications are endless and often anonymous. Each, however, has a certain number of distinct derivatives; e.g. Desire supplies hope, fear, suspense. Joy takes the form of cheerfulness (alacritas)^ exultation (gloria), favour, gratitude ; Distress appears as disgust, weariness, grief, commiseration, indignation. And other passions arise from the combination of two or all of the Primitives; e. g. impudence, 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, V. 9.